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/'age Four THE CLASSMATE FEBRUARY, 1968 
Navy Junior Paints Seascapes 
"I take a rock and paint a portrait of 
it." 
Doris Winchell Baker prefers her 
rugged subjects along the northern Cali-
fornia coastline to the usual posers of por· 
traits she has also painted. 
"Painting the sea and rocks, I can do 
what I want. I'm not trying to please just 
anyone who wants his portrait done." 
A Navy Junior 
Her portrait of the "Guardian" rock 
protecting against an angry sea was a rc-
:Cent gift from the outgoing Officer's 
Wives Club board to the Naval Postgrad· 
uatc School. Now in Herrmann Hall, it 
will eventually hang in the completed In-
gersoll Hall. 
That a Navy organization has pur· 
chased her seascape is a personal bit of 
satisfaction to Mrs. Baker, herself a Navy 
junior. Her father was an Annapolis 
OUTGOING OWC BOARD presents "The Guardian" to the Postgraduate School From left, Susan 
Thomas, Jeanne Dorsey, Jo Ann Corkins, Joan Webster, and Jan Backman. (Charles Taylor Photo) 
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graduate, who retired from Navy life and 
later became an art critic for a Los An-
geles newspaper. A graduate of the Art 
Students League in New York, he illus-
trated for an Annapolis magazine during 
academy days. . 
"He taught me young and thought I 
had great talent," Mrs. Baker remembers. 
Proud papa framed her first signed pic-
ture when she was just 4 years old. 
Early Art School 
The talented youngster had aptly named 
her picture of a woman's face on a bird, 
"The Bird Woman." 
\Vith the support of an enthusiastic pa-
tron like her father, it was no wonder 
young Doris easily dropped out of high 
school at 15 and enrolled in the Otis Art 
Institute in Los Angeles. 
During the next few years she tried por-
traits, landscapes, flowers and marines in 
the oils, watercolors and charcoals which 
she still uses. 
Time Out 
But an emerging career was seemingly 
cut short when the artist eloped with a 
young plumber. By the time she was 19 
she had two baby sons, and her pallet gave 
way to the more pressing demands of dia-
pers and feeding schedules. 
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"I didn't paint seriously again for about 
10 years," comments Mrs. Baker, now the 
grandmother of five. 
And then when she started again she 
started out wrong, she says. At first she 
would try to get all her housework and 
mothering done, then in whatever time 
there was left turned to the easel. 
She soon decided she was going at it 
backwards. 
Creativity Firat 
"If you're going to do something crea-
tive, do it first . Creativity requires real 
thought and I found out you can't come 
up with much if you arc worn ouL" 
She found her family didn't seem to 
mind the adjustment or miss her efficient 
housekeeping. In fact, the boys had to 
brag just a little. 
Once they brought some neighborhood 
friends into the yard for a round of play 
and through the window she heard her 
child inject proudly, "Our mother is an 
artist." 
"I worked with renewed vigor after 
that," Mrs. Baker laughs. 
Interesting Combination 
It might seem a bit incongruous that 
Mrs. Baker's husband, John, was in the 
plumbing business before their retirement 
to the handsome home on Rocky Point. 
"He's not in the least bit creative," ac· 
cording to the artist. "Maybe he hasn't 
really helped with my work, but he 
doesn't interfere either." That in itself she 
readily admits has been a help. 
After she began painting again Mrs. 
Baker returned to private art classes and 
studied with an old friend who taught her 
the skill of what she calls "really· seeing." 
She starts nearly all of her paintings 
outside and when they arc about two-
thirds complete, she brings them in her 
personally designed cliff side studio to 
fini:1h. 
FEBRUARY, 1968 
"I batter all around up and down the 
coast.'' she says, and admits she was 
lucky after recently sliding all the way 
down one scenic subject. Even the two 
canvasses she was carrying came through 
without a scratch. 
Unlike many marine artists who paint 
from memory or a photograph, Mrs. 
Baker insists upon getting acquainted with 
her inspiration. 
"If I have a camera along, I don't take 
a picture until after the painting is done," 
she says. The photo would spoil her de-
sire to create her own impression of a 
scene. It was after many painting trips 
here from southern California that she 
and her husband decided to build their 
studio home 11 miles south of Carmel. 
Although best known for her marine& 
throughout the state, in the Carmel Art 
Assn. and in New York galleries, Mrs. 
Baker is a versatile artisan and attends 
regular classes in life drawing. 
Her portfolio includes fresh, uncluttered 
impressions of local landscapes and some 
Doris WincheO Baker 
(Steve Crouch Photo) 
charming books she has written, illus-
trated and hand bound for her grandchil-
dren. 
One tells about a raccoon family that 
regularly visits a water bucket on the 
cliff in front of the living room window. 
And in the other, the talented grand· 
mother has lovingly illustrated how a 
mother sea otter takes care of her babies 
in the bed of sea kelp near another pic-
turesque "guardian." -Jacque Yeske 
~ 
Supply Corps Birthday 
The Alameda Naval Station invites 
Navy Supply Corps members to the 173rd 
birthday dinner celebration, of the group, 
scheduled for Feb. 23. Tickets will cost 
$2.50 per couple. CDR M. J. Aplin is the 
local co-ordinator. 
THE CLASSMATE Page Five 
PORTFOLIO FEATURES CHARCOAL landscape scenes and Mrs. Baker's lively animal sketches for her 
grandchildren 
"Fiorello" Tryouts 
Start Feb. 5 
Tryouts begin Feb. 5 for "Fiorello," the 
Naval Postgraduate School Little Thea-
ter's spring musical about New York's 
colorful Mayor Fiorello La Guardia. 
Other tryout dates to find a cast of 
about SO men and women singers and 
dancers will be Feb. 7, 8 and 11. Auditions 
will begin at 8 p.m. in King Hall. 
Participation in the annual spring mu-
sical is open to all Postgraduate School 
students and their dependents, civilian 
employees and their families, and retired 
personnel. 
Selected during an election year, the po-
litically atuned and inspired Broadway mu-
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